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Ambassador Series

Interview with H.E. Asal Al-Tal
Ambassador of Jordan to the Republic of Korea

AMBASSADOR INTERVIEW SERIES
Interview with H.E. Asal Al Tal,

Interview with H.E. Asal Al-Tal, Ambassador of Jordan to the Republic of Korea

May 26, 2022 — Asia Society Korea Executive Director Yvonne Kim speaks to Ambassador of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to the
Republic of Korea Asal Al-Tal in this May installation of the Ambassador Series. The Ambassador talked about Korea and Jordan’s
relationship, tourism in the Kingdom, and the history and traditions of the Hashemite Royal Family, highlighting the active role
Queen Rania Al Abdullah plays in modern-day Jordan.

Al
ASAL AL-TAL ‘

ABOUT H.E.ASALAL-TAL, AMBASSADOR OF JORDAN TO THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

H.E. Asal Al-Tal first arrived in Korea in September 2020 and has been Jordan's Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary to the Republic of Korea since April 2022. Before taking up her role as ambassador, H.E Al-Tal was
Deputy Chief of Mission from September 2020 to July 2021 and Chargé d'Affaires from August 2021 to December
2021.

Prior to arriving in Korea, H.E Al-Tal enjoyed over 20 years in the foreign service, having first joined the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in March 1999. During this time, her roles have included Director at the
Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs from September 2013 to August 2014, Deputy Chief of Missions in Bern (September 2004 —
August 2006) and Washington (September 2014 — July 2018), and Member of the National Policy Council's Working Group at the Royal
Hashemite Court from November 2018 to September 2020. H.E Al-Tal earned her bachelor's degree in Law from The University of
Jordan in 1998 before completing her master's degree in International law with International Relations from the University of Kent,
Belgium, in 2012.


https://asiasociety.org/korea/news/ambassador-series

Interview With H.E. Nguyen Vu Tung
Ambassador of Vietham to the Republic of Korea

Ambassador Extraordinar

Interview with H.E. Nguyen Yu Tung, Ambassador of Vietnam to the Republic of Korea

July 28, 2022 — In this July episode of the Ambassador Series, Asia Society Korea invited Vietnamese Ambassador Nguyen Vu Tung to
discuss a wide range of topics including trade, the economy, travel, and culture. The ambassador also gave a tour of their embassy,
explaining the artworks and the traditional structures on the premises.

(T

ABOUT H.E. NGUYEN YU TUNG, AMBASSADOR OF VIETNAM TO THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
A career diplomat, Ambassador Nguyen Vu Tung, assumed his role as the eighth Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to the Republic of Korea in August 2020.

Prior to this position, Ambassador Nguyen was the President of the Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam (DAV) since
September 2016 where he served as Vice President of the academy the year before. Previously, Ambassador Nguyen
served in various positions including Director General of Institute for East Sea (South China Sea) Studies; Director
General of Institute for Strategic and Foreign Policy Studies from March 2014 to July 2020; Minister and Deputy Chief of Mission at
the Embassy of Vietnam in the United States of America from July 2010 to January 2014.

Ambassador Nguyen received his BA in International Relations and Diplomacy from IIR in 1986; MA in International Law and
Diplomacy from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University in 1997; and Ph.D. in Political Science from Columbia
University in 2003.

He is married to Trinh Tu Lan, the Consul General of Vietnam in Canada and he has one daughter who is a Fulbright Scholar.


https://asiasociety.org/korea/news/ambassador-series

Student Program

2022 Voice of Youth (VOY)

August 25, 2022 — Asia Society Korea held its fifth
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R e \ Lo annual "Voice of Youth" Research presentation on

Friday, August 25, 2022. The applicants, representing
some of the country’s top universities, submitted
research papers covering four areas of exploration:
Arts & Culture, Education, Policy & Society, and
Business & Economy.

& ASIA After a difficult and highly competitive selection

( )\somnv
Ko process, five deserving finalists were chosen to

present their research at this week’s event. Research
topics explored by these students included an in-
depth analysis of foreign relations with China, a closer look at competing discourse between the LGBTQ+ community and Protestant
institutions on the establishment of the Comprehensive Anti-discrimination Bill, and the significance of art residences in Korea and
their contribution to the domestic art scene.

2022 Participants of the Voice of Youth (VOY) program

Eight distinguished judges were in attendance to evaluate the research:

e H.E.Maria Castillo Fernandez, Ambassador, EU Embassy Seoul

e H.E.VuTung Nguyen, Ambassador, Embassy of Vietnam

e H.E.Joon Oh, Board Member, Asia Society Korea

e H.E.Eric Teo, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Singapore
e H.E.Akiva]. Tor, Ambassador, Embassy of Israel

e YoungJoon Kim, Board Member, Asia Society Korea

e  Mason Richey, Senior Contributor, Asia Society Korea

e David Tizzard, Senior Contributor, Asia Society Korea

The online event saw all five participants perform exceptionally well, delivering informative research results and thought-provoking
discussion points to the judges. Each presentation and research report was then assessed and graded in terms of its contents,
planning, applicability, delivery, and sustainability.

Asia Society Korea has long fostered talented young minds, helping them refine and develop their academic pursuits beyond the
boundaries of school. It brings us great pleasure to continue the Voice of Youth program with such dedicated participants, and it
remains an honour to work alongside such esteemed judges.

We are proud to announce the winners of this year’s event. In a near-unanimous decision, the first prize was awarded to Young-Woo
Park for his sophisticated analysis of competing discourses on the anti-discrimination act utilizing Pierre Bourdieu’s concepts of
habitus and cultural capital.

e  Winner: Young-Woo Park, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Bachelor of Area Studies
e  Runner-up: Dylan Motin, Kangwon National University, Ph.D. in Political Science

About Voice Of Youth
View VOY Participants

Sponsored by

Bloomberg Cﬁ KB Financial Group Inc. * ASia 21
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https://asiasociety.org/korea/voice-youth
https://asiasociety.org/korea/voice-youth-voy-project
https://asiasociety.org/korea/participants-voice-youth

Monthly Lecture Series

Understanding the Korean War Through the Lens of Film

ASIA SOCIETY KOREA

Understanding the Korean War

through the lens of film

e@)s

June 14, 2022 . 1:15 PM KST

va o
Tatiana

John Delury - 2 Andrew Salmon
Gabroussenko

June 14, 2021 — Asia Society Korea held the year’s first face-to-face monthly lecture. Against the backdrop of the upcoming 72nd
anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War, distinguished ambassadors and guests from the diplomatic community were treated
to a fascinating analysis of the role of film in depicting the war from South Korea, North Korea, and Chinese perspectives.

Moderated by John Delury, a senior fellow of Asia Society’s Center pwoch T 70 s g2 ME METS
on U.S.-China Relations and professor of International Studies at

Yonsei University, the lecture included insights from Tatiana
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Gabroussenko, professor of North Korean studies at Korea
University; Henry Em, associate professor of Korean history at
Yonsei University; and Andrew Salmon, Seoul-based journalist HP A mRES
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broadcaster, and author. R , Mh gt /i:

Often labeled as the forgotten war, the battle on the peninsular
was a vast human tragedy that defined and shaped relationships
between Korea and the wider world. While the Korean War may
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be distant and abstract to those outside Korea, the film and
cinema industry has produced hundreds of movies worldwide , . :
depicting the conflict in popular culture. As the panelists highlighted, countries often use these films to show different perspectives
and historical interpretations and portray the main protagonists in various lights.

ABOUT THE MODERATOR

John Delury is a Professor of Chinese Studies at Yonsei University Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS),
where he serves as chair of the Program in International Cooperation. He is also chair of the Undergraduate
Program in International Studies at Yonsei’s Underwood International College (UIC), and founding director of the
Yonsei Center on Oceania Studies.

y He is the author, with Orville Schell, of Wealth and Power: China's Long March to the Twenty-first Century, and is
writing a book about US-China relations in the early Cold War. Based in Seoul since 2010, his articles can be found in journals such as
Asian Survey, Late Imperial China, and Journal of Asian Studies, his commentaries appear in Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The New
York Times, Washington Post, and 38 North, and he contributes book reviews for the quarterly journal Global Asia, where he is associate
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managing editor. John is a member of the Council of Foreign Relations, National Committee on US-China Relations, and National
Committee on North Korea; he is also aPacific Century Institute board member, Asia Society senior fellow, National Committee on
American Foreign Policy leadership council member, and Center on Strategic and International Studies adjunct fellow. He is a
member of the Republic of Ireland’s foreign affairs advisory network and is invited to offer his analysis on East Asian affairs with
government, think tank, corporate, and civil society organizations globally. Professor Delury received his Ph.D. in History from Yale
University.

ABOUT THE PANELISTS
ol A

Henry Em (% S%)is an associate professor of Korean history at Yonsei University Underwood International
College. He was born in Seoul, grew up in Chicago, and received his BA, MA, and Ph.D. (History, 1995) from the
University of Chicago. From 1995 to 2013, he was an assistant professor at UCLA and the University of Michigan,
and an associate professor at NYU. He was a Fulbright Senior Scholar to Korea (1998-1999) and Visiting Professor
at Centre de Recherches sur la Corée, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris (2000). Professor Em

began teaching at Yonsei University in 2013.

His recent publications include North Korea as Neighbor: Critical Scholarship on North Korea,Korea Journal, 61:3 (autumn,
2021), Christianity, the Cold War, and the Construction of the Republic of Korea, Korea Journal, 60:4 (winter, 2020), and Killer Fables: Yun Ch’i-
ho, Bourgeois Enlightenment, and the Free Laborer, Journal of Korean Studies, 25:1 (March, 2020). His book, The Great Enterprise: Sovereignty
and Historiography in Modern Korea, was published by Duke University Press in 2013.

Tatiana Gabroussenko graduated from Far Eastern State University (ex-USSR), where she majored in Korean
history. She obtained her Ph.D. in East Asian Studies at the Australian National University. Tatiana is an Assistant
Professor in North Korean Studies at the Faculty of Korean Studies at Korea University where she teaches subjects
related to mass culture, arts, and propaganda of the DPRK.

Andrew Salmon holds a BA in History and Comparative Literature from the University of Kent and an MA in
Asian Studies from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London. A resident of Seoul
since 1998, he is Asia Times' Northeast Asia editor. His work has also appeared in the BBC, CNN, Forbes, France24,
The International Herald Tribune, The South China Morning Post, The Times, and The Washington Times. His
books on the Korean War have garnered a "Korea Wave" award from South Korea's National Assembly and a
"Member of the British Empire" award from Queen Elizabeth II.

Sponsored by

LOTTE CHEMICAL) %% kbhe Young Joon Kim

We Know Asia Get to Know Us
¢ ASIA
(x (I Visit Us
https://asiasociety.org/korea




Webinars

Middle Power Powerhouse:
South Korea as Global Pivotal State

ASIA SOCIETY KOREA
Middle Power Powerhouse: South Korea
as Global Pivotal State

May 30,2022 - 9:30 AM KST
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Mason Richey Maria Lee Shin-wha Oh Joon

Castillo-Fernandez

May 30, 2022 — An expert panel explores ways on how South Korea can contribute to multilateral diplomacy and solve global crises.
Participants include Maria Castillo Fernandez, ambassador of the European Union to the Republic of Korea; Lee Shin Wha, professor
in the department of political science and international relations at Korea University; and Oh Joon, board member of Asia Society
Korea and chair of Save the Children Korea. Asia Society Korea Senior Contributor Mason Richey moderated the discussion.

ABOUT THE MODERATOR

Ml 1 Ik Mason Richey is a senior contributing writer to Asia Society Korea and an associate professor of international
politics at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (Seoul, South Korea). Dr. Richey has also held positions as a
POSCO Visiting Research Fellow at the East-West Center (Honolulu, HI) and a DAAD Scholar at the University
of Potsdam. His research focuses on U.S. and European foreign and security policy as applied to the Asia-

Pacific. Recent scholarly articles have appeared (inter alia) in Pacific Review, Asian Security, Global Governance,
and Foreign Policy Analysis. Shorter analyses and opinion pieces have been published in War on the Rocks, Le
Monde, the Sueddeutsche Zeitung, and Forbes, among other venues.

ABOUT THE PANELISTS

Maria Castillo Fernandez, European diplomat/official of Spanish nationality, now Ambassador of the /
European Union to the Republic of Korea, previously EU Ambassador in Malaysia from 2016-2020, Head of
Division for India, Nepal, Bhutan, and Bangladesh since September 2012 at the European External Action '
Service of the European Union, in charge of managing and coordinating the European Union's overall

relations with these South Asian countries as well as with the South Asia Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

From 2008 to September 2012, posted in Hong Kong, representing the EU as the Head of the Office of the European Union accredited
to Hong Kong and Macao SARs.

From September 2005-2008, she worked as Deputy Head of Mission at the EU Delegation in Seoul (Republic of Korea) in charge of EU
political relations and economic cooperation activities with the Republic of Korea and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
Prior to this, Ms. Castillo was responsible, in Brussels, for the European Commission’s overall relations with the Korean Peninsula,



including both Republic of Korea and DPRK (2000-2005).

An extensive career in the European Commission also included posting as:
e Desk Officer for relations with Russia (1996-2000) in charge of implementing the European political and economic relations
with Russia;
e Legal Advisor and manager of research programmes in the field of exchanges and mobility of EU scientists and research
networks (1990-1996);
e Legal Advisor in charge of thematic human rights issues, with publications on the right of children under European law in
the European Law Review (1989).

Ms. Castillo completed postgraduate studies in European law, economics, and international relations with two masters, one at the
College of Europe (Bruges, Belgium) and a second at the Institute of European Studies (Strasbourg, France) following a degree in law
from the Universidad Auténoma de Madrid (Spain).

Her mother tongue is Spanish but she is fluent in English and French, with good knowledge of German and Dutch and passive
knowledge of Portuguese and Italian. She has some notions of Mandarin and Korean from her postings abroad.

Ms. Castillo was decorated with the Cruz de Oficial de la Orden del Mérito Civil by the King of Spain on 24 June 2008 for strengthening
relations between the EU and the Korean Peninsula.

Lee Shin Whais a Professor in the Department of Political Science and International Relations at Korea
University; President of the Korean Academic Council on the United Nations System; Chair of Evaluation
Committee of the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs; International advisory member of the Asia-Pacific
Center for Responsibility to Protect; and a Member of Trilateral Commission.

Her previous positions include Post-doc fellow at Harvard University’s Center for International Affairs (CFIA);
Special advisor to UNSG Kofi Annan's Rwandan Independent Inquiry; Visiting scholar at MIT’s Center for
International Studies (CIS); UN Secretary General's Advisory Group Member of Peacebuilding Fund (PBF); and Member of Committee

on Public Diplomacy, Republic of Korea.

She received her Ph.D. from University of Maryland at College Park. Her numerous publications including Human Security and Cross-
Border Cooperation in East Asia (Palgrave McMillan 2019), Foreign Policy Dilemma in South Korean Democracy”(Routledge 2021), and the UN,
Indo-Pacfic and Korean Peninsula (Routledge 2022 forthcoming) cover East Asian multilateral security and foreign policies, UN security
roles, and human security.

Oh Joon serves as a board member of Asia Society Korea and is a professor of United Nations studies at
Kyung Hee University in Seoul, Korea. He is also the chair of Save the Children Korea and President of the
Korea Council of Children's Organizations.

Previously he was Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea to the United
Nations in New York from 2013 to 2016. During that time, he also served as the 71st president of the
Economic and Social Council and as president of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2015 and 2016.

Before that, he was the Korean ambassador to Singapore (2010-13) and deputy minister for multilateral and global affairs in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Seoul (2008-10). The Korean government twice awarded him the Order of Service Merit, in
1996 and 2006. In 2018, Oh received a Global Korea Award from Michigan State University. Rehabilitation International gave him a
Global Presidential Award in 2016 in acknowledgment of his achievements as president of the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities. He also received the 2014 Youngsan Diplomat of the Year award for his work on North Korean human rights issues.
He published his first book in Korean, For Mica, Who Contemplates Life, in 2015. He received a master’s degree in international policy
studies from Stanford University in 1991.



Events

Conversation With Senator Tammy Duckworth

June 2, 2022 — Asia Society Board Member Young Joon (Y.J) Kim was pleased to invite
Senator Tammy Duckworth for a conversation with Asia Society Korea colleagues and
friends during her visit to South Korea. Their conversation covered a range of topics,
including U.S.-China relations and their impact on the Asia-Pacific, economic and
security ties between South Korea and the United States, and women's rights.

ABOUT SENATOR TAMMY DUCKWORTH
Senator Tammy Duckworth is an Iraq War Veteran, Purple

Heart recipient, and former Assistant Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs who was among the first
handful of Army women to fly combat missions during
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Duckworth served in the Reserve
Forces for 23 years before retiring at the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel in 2014. She was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2016 after
representing Illinois’s Eighth Congressional District in the U.S.
House of Representatives for two terms.

Left: Young Joon (Y.].) Kim, right: Senator Tammy Duckworth

Northeast Asian Security Challenges and Future Opportunities

Northeast Asian Security Challenges
and Future Opportunities

LOTTE HOTEL SEOUL W

June 15, 2022 — Asia Society Korea partnered with the Korea National Defense University (KNDU) and Research Institute for
National Security Affairs (RINSA) and hosted ajoint seminar on Northeast Asian Security Challenges and Future Opportunities. The
high-level discussion, held under Chatham House rules, took place on June 15th on topics such as the Russia-Ukraine war, the ROK-
US alliance, strategies for North Korea and China, and possible outcomes of the 2024 U.S. presidential election.

Participants from the U.S side included Dr. Dov S. Zakheim, former Under Secretary of Defense, and Alison Hooker, former Special
Assistant to the U.S. President, while the Korean delegation included Chun In Bum LTG (Ret.), former Commander of Special Forces
Command, and Kim Won Soo, former Under-Secretary-General at the United Nations.

Press coverage:
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https://m.newspim.com/news/view/20220615000887
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20201215005800325
https://n.news.naver.com/article/009/0004978179

Conversation With Wendy Cutler
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July 1, 2022 — Asia Society Korea was pleased to host a conversation with Wendy Cutler, Vice President at the Asia Society Policy
Institute (ASPI) and managing director of the Washington, D.C. office, on July 1st. Ms. Cutler has extensive knowledge of Korea, having
played an integral role in the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement and Trans-Pacific Partnership. In this off-the-record luncheon, the
discussion focused on Korea's role in the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), the Quad
security alliance, and the impact of the Russia-Ukraine War on the Asia-Pacific region.

2022 New Ambassadors Welcome Dinner

Photo by Dylan Goldby (@dylangoldbyphotographer)

July 7, 2022 — Asia Society Korea held its 2022 New Ambassadors Welcome Dinner at Signiel Seoul on July 7 with Chairman Dong-Bin
Shin delivering the welcoming remarks. The event was hosted by board member Young-Joon Kim and introduced 25 new ambassadors
who have arrived in Korea since April 2022. The Korea Center also used this opportunity to meet our newest board member, H.E. Joon
Oh. The diplomatic community plays a huge role in supporting Asia Society Korea, and we look forward to working closely with the
new arrivals to promote a deeper understanding of Asia worldwide.



Exclusive Private Screening for Asia Society Korea Members

ARING CURRENTS),
ADMISSION NUMBER

REA

Exclusive Private Screening for
Asia Society Korea Members
Tuesday, August 30th, 4:30 p.m.

Lotte Cinema Avenuel

August 30, 2022 — Asia Society Korea, in collaboration with LOTTE Cultureworks, will present our members with a special private
screening of the recently released movie Hansan: Rising Dragon. The film itself is the second installment of a trilogy that tells the story
of one of Korea’s most respected characters, Admiral Yi Sun-sin. The first movie Admiral: Roaring Currents (2014) remains the highest-

grossing film in Korean cinema history. The latest episode has already received rave reviews for its breathtaking action and
spectacular cinematic work.

We Know Asia Get to Know Us

2 ASIA
o™ Visit Us

https://asiasociety.org/korea
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Eat Taste Learn

Ramyeon & Ramen

ADDING A FUN TWIST TO AN INTERNATIONAL SOUL FOOD: RAMYEON/RAMEN

Introduction

Cultural diffusion occurs in many different forms and across a variety of mediums: movies, music, literature, ideas, and fashion.
Today, more than ever, gastrodiplomacy serves as not only an area of academic study and significance but also as an important reality
for ambassadors, tourists, and citizens. With culinary traditions and values in mind, Asia Society Korea and Asia Society Japan are
bringing people together to eat, taste, and learn.

The focus of this event will be on the shared love for the ever-popular savory noodle dish, ramen (Japan) / ramyeon (Korea). Ramen /
ramyeon is eaten at any time of the day, in any season, whether at school, restaurants, home, or even on trains. While there are
similarities between the Korean and Japanese versions of this dish, there are also significant domestic variations in each country.
These differences will be the focus of our event.

Timeline
e  Submission Period: August 17 — September 20, 2022
e  Selection Process: September 21 — September 30, 2022
e Announcement & Award Ceremony (online): October 5, 2022 (TBD)

*Inquiries: ASrecipechallenge@gmail.com

Registration Form: $t=©] /English / HARZE

Recipe Challenge

Step 1: Film your own unique recipe video

Step 2: Name your ramyeon/ramen
Step 3: Upload your video to social media
o Make sure to tag @asiasocietykr and @asiasocietyjp
Step 4: Fill in the online registration form
Step 5: Sit back and wait for the final announcement!

11


mailto:ASrecipechallenge@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/pyxFjnSTaAYgP7Tu9
https://forms.gle/1KpzTzQrxqftFpXc9
https://forms.gle/umgjC9jYaK1X5veW8
https://asiasociety.org/korea
https://asiasociety.org/korea/exhibitions/asiasocietyjp

Judging Criteria
e  Creativity (40%): Is this Ramyeon/Ramen creative and unique?
e  Ease of Preparation (30%): Will other people be able to share and use this recipe?
e Presentation (30%): Is the dish aesthetically pleasing?

Hosting Organizations

e  Asia Society Japan

e  AsiaSociety Korea

e  Supporting Organizations

e  EmbassyofJapan in Korea

e  Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Tokyo
e  LOTTE Hotels and Resorts

Categories & Prizes

Prize for the Winner from Japan Prize for the Winner from South Korea
Wine and Cheese basket Hanwoo beef gift set

=g
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https://n.news.naver.com/mnews/article/009/0005008416?sid=101

Innovation Minds

15th Anniversary Special:
An Interview with Mark Tetto, Asia Society Korea Board Member

July 15, 2022 — Asia Society Korea Board Member Mark Tetto talks to Asia Society
Korea about his life in Seoul, historical ties with the organization, global outreach,
and the future mission of the Center. The interview highlights cultural and economic
opportunities for Korean businesses, the potential for providing quality content to
Asia Society’s global network, and why he believes that ‘now is the time for Korea to
shine’.

ABOUT MARKTETTO

Mr. Mark Tetto is Co-CEO of TCK, in charge of investor
relations and investment strategies review. Mark brings 14
years of finance experience spanning investment banking,
corporate M&A, private equity, and venture capital investing.
Prior to TCK, Mark was at Samsung Electronics’ corporate
M&A team, where he spent four years successfully acquiring
companies and building the firm’s M&A practice. Previously,
Mark was with Morgan Stanley, working in New York and
Interviewee Mark Tetto, Asia Society Korea Board Member London on M&A and corporate finance, raising funding for clients in excess of $1Bn.

Shaping Identity Through Dance:
An Artistic Vision of an Asian Community No Longer Ignored

August 24, 2022 —Stefanos Taivisited Hong Kong
while the city was rocked by domestic protests and the
wider world was in the midst of a global pandemic.
Despite such unrest and political tensions, what he
found there was a community of people who shared ajoy
and exuberance for life. A feeling that is best expressed
through dance, laughter, and love.

In his latest film We Don’'t Dance for Nothing, Stefanos
explores the memories and experiences of the Filipina domestic workers who play a vital yet often ignored role in Hong Kong society.
His work explores their socio-economic status, culture, workers’ rights, as well as themes of family and LGBTQ+ issues.

Stefanos spoke with Asia Society Korea’s senior contributor David Tizzard about how identity, culture, and a desire to connect drove
to make a film that will touch and inspire many. Learn all about these visions and emotions in their conversation.

ABOUT THE INTERVIEWEE

Stefanos Tai is a Greek-Chinese-American director. His works are intensely anthropological, and aim to remind
us of a simple idea: we have more in common than sets us apart. He's screened at Tribeca, BAM, Cinequest, DOXA,
Woodstock, and Savannah - and he’s received an Impact Doc Award, a Scholastic Gold Key, and the “One to Watch”
award from the Asian American Film Festival. He has also directed branded content for the Google Creative Lab
and TBWA\Worldwide. Clients include Breguet, Hennessy, Kipling, Li & Fung, and the Hong Kong Stock
Exchange. Explore more of Stefanos Tai's projects here.

ABOUT THE MODERATOR

Dr. David Tizzard is an assistant professor at Seoul Women’s University and a visiting professor of international
studies at Hanyang University. His academic research focuses on North Korean diplomacy and South Korean
cultural texts. He is a frequent commentator on social and political issues affecting the Korean Peninsula, writing
a popular column in the Korea Times and appearing weekly on TBS eFM.
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Featured Article

Korea's DMZ Offers a Safe Haven for Diverse Wildlife, For Now

By Leslie Hickman, Contributing Writer

June 23,2022 — The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) has held the title of "the world's most dangerous
border" since the 1950s. Mentions of the DMZ evoke thoughts of North Korean missile tests,
high-level summit meetings, barbed wire fences, and stoic army personnel. However, the DMZ
simultaneously exists as a place of rich ecological diversity.

After the Korean War ended in 1953, the peninsula was separated by a haphazard line drawn
from east to west. Neighbors on opposite sides of the line suddenly held different nationalities,
and individuals caught on the wrong side of the 38th parallel could not return to loved ones. As
the Korean War ended in a cease-fire rather than a peace treaty, the war technically continues

hantangang/Pixabay

to this day, and the area between the countries remains filled with land mines, tunnels, bomb shelters, and hundreds of soldiers
trained to spot unapproved activity. However, these dangers do not pose a threat to nature —they actually do the opposite. This 350
km long, 2.5 km wide no man's land, which represents so much heartbreak and death, conversely allows biodiversity to thrive.

Flora and fauna slowly repopulated the DMZ after people evacuated the area. Animals found new homes, and plants spread their
roots around mine-riddled soil. Endangered animals such as the Siberian musk deer, red-crowned and white-naped cranes, and the
Asiatic black bear returned to flourish undisturbed. In fact, in 2019, more than 100 protected species called the area home.

The Ecology Research Institute has played a central role in bringing awareness to this
ecological diversity, despite the Institute's inability to enter the DMZ. Researchers instead
rely on limited access to the Civilian Control Zone (CCZ), which acts as an additional buffer
to the fortified area and use binoculars and unmanned cameras to record the area's wild
inhabitants. Even with such limited means, the Institute has recorded over 6,000

species living in harmony. Mountain ranges and rivers, such as the Han and Imjin, come
together at the DMZ to create a diverse climate that allows various organisms to coexist, and

birds favor the area as a stopover during migration.

The Korean Buzzard Bird (hantangang/Pixabay)

Unfortunately, the future of the DMZ's natural inhabitants remains uncertain. The conflict

between the Koreas keeps humans from interfering with the area's wildlife, but there is no agreement concerning how to protect the
zone should relations shift. The South, for its part, tried to register its half of the DMZ as a UNESCO Bioreserve in 2011. However,
they only received the distinction in 2019 for the CCZ. Though the distinction doesn't cover the DMZ itself, recognition as a Bioreserve

sets limits on development that increase chances for preservation. South Korea hopes the new Bioreserve will nudge the North to
increase protections on their side of the DMZ, but the two Koreas' turbulent relationship makes such collaborative efforts difficult.

Ironically, the Korean War's exacerbated stalemate gives the best protection to the DMZ, perhaps more so than legislation or global
designations. As soon as relations change, including reunification, normalization, or heightened provocations, the DMZ's wildlife
reenters the realm of human politics and faces a repeated loss of habitat. Even if reunification should occur, some individuals may
not wish to keep a physical barrier between the Koreas intact. Such a protected zone could perpetuate memories of conflict-ridden
separation and undermine efforts to integrate North and South Koreans. On the other hand, some may argue such a physical
reminder of the war will encourage Koreans to accept and learn from their country's history.

Germany faced a similar decision after reunification in 1990. A deadly border called the "Death Strip" edged the Berlin Wall that
separated the two countries since 1949. Guards shot anyone who tried to defect along this border. Like the DMZ, this dangerous zone
allowed other forms of life to flourish. When Germany reunified after more than 40 years apart, the country recognized this life's
value and instructed civilians to leave it undeveloped. The area is now a protected park where cyclists bike down former patrol routes,
and more than 5,200 species, 1,200 of which are on lists for extinction, can flourish. Rather than erase the border, Germany invited

civilians to explore and enjoy their problematic past, even keeping part of the wall that separated them intact.

Two places still fresh in human memory as sites of conflict offer the same story of death giving way to life. Protecting such areas might
allow memories of war to persist but will also teach future generations that life emerges from even the unlikeliest circumstances.
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2 H3: https://www.kevinrudd.com/media/shinzo-abe-bbc-world-service
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The Glitch

#1 Exploring Teenage Motherhood in Korean Society and Television

By David Tizzard, Asia Society Korea Senior Contributor and
Michelle Ju Sihyun, Digital Content Development Officer

E . May 11, 2022 — Set on the southern island of Jeju, "Our
Blues"is currently the country's most-watched drama.
With 2021 Asia Society's Asia Entertainment Game

Changer Lee  Byung-hunstarring alongside beloved
actress Shin Min-a, many viewers have been fascinated by

ASIA SOCIETY KOREA

the show's romantic plotlines and insights into island life.
However, others have raised concerns that a storyline about
a pregnancy resulting from a relationship between two
high school students is inappropriate and sends the wrong
message to the nation's youth.

The show raises questions about moral standards, what it means to be a mother, the legality of abortion, demographic issues, and the
role of sex education. This video explores these topics through the use of data and professional analysis. It also asks people in Korea
and abroad what they think about these issues and whether controversial storylines in Korean dramas are a step in the right direction
or not.

#2 Dreams Disappearing: Why Korea’s MZ Generation Are Leaving Seoul

; By David Tizzard, Asia Society Korea Senior Contributor
s and Michelle Ju Sihyun, Digital Content Development

" Officer
Dreams:Disa ppearlng“' July 12, 2022 — For young Korean people, there was
~ WHY KOREA'S MZ GENERATION Jrs ey
ARE LEAVING SE%IL * A,

and life were. The busy Seoul life was romanticized. It
was what you always saw in those beautiful skin

perfect K-dramas.

But the reality is changing. Now, daily reports show us over and over again the rates of the 2030 generation dropping rapidly out of
Seoul. Many of them are moving to satellite cities around the capital. But once there, they are faced with the necessity of traveling back
to Seoul regularly for work, education, and life. With fading hopes of genuine social mobility, the economic and cultural constraints
on Korea’s young workers and students are getting ever tougher.

Where does the happiness of the MZ Generation lie?

The Glitch continues to provide you with data, analysis, and authentic Korean voices.
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Asia Society Korea
Membership Application Form

Asia Society Korea is a non-profit and non-partisan organization.
Your membership support remains vital to our success. We invite you to become a member of the Korea Center
and enjoy all the benefits that Asia Society has to offer.

New  Renewal  (checkone)

Corporate Membership Levels

Global Corporate Leader (75,000 USD)
Corporate Partner (25,000,000 KRW)
Corporate Contributor (10,000,000 KRW)

Individual Membership Levels
Chairman’s Circle (5,000,000 KRW)
Professional (1,000,000 KRW)

Journalist (50,000 KRW)

Public Service Professional (15,000 KRW)

Name

Company / Affiliation
Title

Corporate / Personal Identification Number
Address

Telephone (W) (9]

Fax _ Email

Date Signature

Asia Society Korea

Lotte Hotel Seoul, Suite 615

30 Eulji-ro, Jung-gu

Seoul, Korea 04533, CPO Box 3500
Tel: 822759 7806

Fax: 822 757 0034

Email: koreacenter@asiasociety.org

Account Number: Shinhan Bank 100-032-012860

**Tax Exemption Notice™™

On December 29, 2007, Asia Society Korea was designated as a public donation body by the Ministry of Finance and Economy of the Republic of Korea. This
means that donations to Asia Society Korea are subject to tax exemptions. The donor will therefore be able to receive full tax benefits, which gives prospective
donors one more good reason to donate! The contributions will be used to develop innovative programs and world-class events for Asia Society Korea’s
members. Help make a difference!
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